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NCAAR Questionnaire Supplemental
(Anthony S. Verrelli, candidate for NJ Assembly District 15)

II. NJ Policy Perspective and the NJ Harm Reduction Coalition released a report
recommending the elimination of criminal penalties for personal possession/use and sales of
all drugs. Which best represents your view?

(E) Other: First and foremost, we need to look at incarceration alternatives, such as expanding
drug courts and other similar programs. With regards to the decriminalization of substances, I
think we need to take a delicate case-by-case look at that depending on the substances
themselves and how we define or adjudicate who is a distributor of harmful substances and who
is a victim of substance use disorder.

V. On an attached page, in seventy-five (75) words or less, please explain any other
legislative priorities you will have regarding the prevention, treatment of and recovery
from addictive illnesses if elected.

Throughout my career in the assembly and even before being an elected official, I advocated for
the needs of those suffering from substance use disorder–an illness no different than any other
chronic medical condition. I strongly believe that we need to be creative with our approaches and
get out of our comfort zone with new policies and approaches. It starts with recognizing that this
is above all a public health crisis.


