_f commending the elimination of criminal penalties for personal possession/use and sales of
~ all drugs/Which best represents your view?
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2023 NEW JERSEY ASSEMBLY and SENATE
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DISORDERS
PREVENTION, TREATMENT, and RECOVERY
CANDIDATE SURVEY

I. General Views on Alcohol and Drug Disorders Policies to Address Stigma

Substance use disorders are chronic conditions, much like diabetes or hypertension. Yet the

stigma associated with them continues to persist and often prevents people from seeking and
receiving the treatment and services they need, contributing to the severity of the disorder and
adding huge costs to public programs.

Indicate which principles (if any) you agree with regarding your general views of substance use

disorder and recovery policies by placing a check mark next to the letter(s) that correspond with
your opinions.

_ a) Substance use disorders are preventable, treatable, chronic medical conditions and are as
l1agnosable/treatable as diabetes, asthma and hypertension.

_ b) Substance use disorder is a matter of will. Government assistance is warranted, but
ultimately, recovery is dependent on the individual’s choices.

c)lw
services

Id support sufficient funding to ensure that high-quality treatment and recovery
e available to those who need them.

d) The criminal code (Title 2C) should be examined to identify and rethink stigmatizing

and ineffective drug policies.
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e) Other

[ NJ Policy Perspective and the NJ Harm Reduction Coalition released a report
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b) I would support the decriminalization of possession of drugs for personal use, but not
sales.

¢) I'do not support the decriminalization of personal possession/use or sales of drugs.

d) Undecided, would like to learn more.

e) Other

/ In recovery.

¢) Enhanced financial aid and Program assistance to communities disparately impacted by
the War on Drugs.

d) Reduction of court-ordered fees and fines for i
treatment or diversion program.

I//e) Investment in community-based outreach teams.

A)using First programs with a harm reduction

disorder

ndividuals who successfully complete a

philosophy for those with substance use

g) Expanded use of peer recovery support services.

h) Other

1V. Drug overdoses continue to be a ma Jor public health concern.
life-saving programs to ensure access to naloxone,

New Jersey has implemented
syringe exchange, and harm reduction

2
Www.ncaar.org
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